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Dear Students and Families, 
 
I trust that you are well and that all of you had a great break last week and 
celebrated the holiday with those that matter most to you.  On behalf of our staff, I 
thank you for the privilege to serve your children and for your continued support. 
 
We have reached the end of the first trimester and reports cards will be sent home 
with the students on Friday, December 7th.  Please review your child’s report card, 
and should you determine that additional supports are needed, do not hesitate to 
reach out to your child’s homeroom teacher and/or guidance counselor.  Our 
Student Support Team also plans to review all grades, and they will reach out to the 
families of students who they deem to be in need of additional supports. 
 
With the beginning of the new trimester we are looking forward to the continued 
implementation of our new School Improvement Plan. Restorative Practice is now 
in its full implementation phase, and we have launched Mindfulness Practices to 
support and help all students to be more engaged in their learning.  It is my belief 
that the implementation of these initiatives will result in improved results on the 
iReady assessment which will be administered in early January and on the ACCESS 
assessment that our English Learners will also take in January.  
 
I also I want to share with you that with the start of the new trimester we will begin 
the implementation of a new weighted grading system. This system is as follows: 
Homework: 5-10%, Class prep/participation (meeting academic expectations during 
class time):  10-15%, Formative assessments: (mini-quizzes, exit tickets, warm up 
exercises) 30-40%, Summative: (unit tests, projects) 30-40%.  Teachers who use the 
points system have also been asked to be certain that no singular grading category 
skews the grade one way or the other. A new grading system is being implemented 
to ensure that all students are being graded in a uniform, transparent and 
consistent manner utilizing varied means of assessment. 
 
As always I thank you for your continued support. 
 
Jose P. Duarte, Principal 
Fuller Middle School 
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November Falcons of the Month 
 
Blue:  Abby Fishman 
Green:  Juliebeth Rosario  
Specials:  Pamela Goncalves,  
 Ryam Pablo Pereira,  
 Jorge Pineda 
Opal:  Julie Kerins 
Lime: Emily DeMarco 
Platinum:  Amani Rivera 
Gold:  Jose Medrano,  
 Rodrigo Borja,  
 Danixa Vargas 
Crimson:  Marcos Heureaux 
Tangerine:  Tessa Harrison 

TURKEY TROT WINNERS 

6TH GRADE 7TH GRADE 8TH GRADE 

Boys 
Alex Trierweiller      7:07 
Jack Kurzman           7:17 
Colin Towle              7:22 
 
Girls 
Emma Teserero        9:30 
Addison Jones          9:32 
Amy DePasquale    10:35 

Boys 
Garret Jones         6:34 
Angel Sanchez      6:36 
Anst St Valliere     7:05 
 
Girls 
Kerry McIrney       7:26 
Caroline Galvani   7:30 
Grace Arena          7:33 

Boys 
Wood My Love Joseph   6:39 
Billy Neiberger                 6:41 
Logan Convery                 6:50 
 
Girls 
Selina Monestime     7:04 
Isabel Fuedo               7:41 
Joanna Ball                 7:46 
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What a way to welcome Autumn, snow and a lot of rain!  
 
The sixth grade students have been very busy before the holiday break working on a variety of 
topics. We have noticed students are becoming more comfortable with their routines and organizing 
their materials. Please make sure your child has pencils as the teachers supplies have run really low 
and we are purchasing them ourselves. In addition, the students will soon be going one-to-one with 
chromebooks so please make sure you sign and return your technology contracts.  
 
In science, students are moving out of the astronomy unit and diving into cells and body systems. 
They will be using microscopes to explore the various organelles that make plant and animal cells 
function. One of their summative assignments will be to design a city that shows a comparison 
between how a city runs and how a cell works. 
 
In English Language Arts, students are reading, The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros and 
analyzing her writing style. As a summative assessment students are writing their own narrative in 
the style of Sandra Cisneros.  
 
In math, students are starting their next unit involving fraction and decimal operations. At the same 
time, students will continue to work on their STEAM food truck project which they are very excited 
to present at the end of the year. 
 
Please be aware trimester one will be ended on Friday, November 30th.  It is important that you 
understand all students can meet with their content teachers Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays 
from 2:30- 3:00. During this time, students can get extra help: make-up classwork or quizzes/tests, 
or work on class tasks with their teachers.  Some teachers do accept late work which can drastically 
improve your student grade.  Please make sure they ask their teachers what assignments are 
missing. 
 
Can you believe a third of the year is almost complete? Keep up the good work and always know 
that effort goes a long way when it comes to earning good grades. 



7th GRADE TEAMS 
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In Ms. Penaloza’s math, we wrapped up the rational numbers unit before heading out for 
Thanksgiving break. We are now diving into the ratios and proportional relationships unit. We 
introduced an activity called “Contemplate then Calculate” where students are learning how to 
think about their strategies for solving problems before making any calculations and how to explain 
their thinking with as many specific details as possible. 
 
In Ms. Paradiso’s ELA class, we are continuing our work with The Outsiders. Students are learning 
the difference between news reports and opinion articles by reporting important events from the 
novel in each form.. 
 
Mr. Faller's class finished up their first unit on ecosystems. We have just finished writing a four 
paragraph compare and contrast essay on biotic factors and abiotic factors. We are now working to 
complete our second unit on ecosystems before moving on to a new physics unit.  The Tangerine 
Science Team is moving full steam ahead to the Earth science standards for grade seven. They will 
design an experiment around the concept of condensation and a model of the hydrologic cycle. 
 
In Mrs. Haranas’s social studies class, we have been learning about Mesopotamia, the first 
civilization.  Students will discover that the Fertile Crescent paved the way for major civilizations to 
develop. A “Save the Date” flyer about our 3rd annual Multicultural Fair will be sent home with the 
students. The event will be held January 30th. I know it seems early, but the holiday season can be 
hectic. All of Mrs. Haranas’s 7th grade students will be required to do a project for the fair, but all 
of that information will come at a later date. The event is school wide, and has been a huge success 
over the past couple of years. Eventually, students will be provided with a volunteer sheet so that 
they can be actively involved in the event. There are so many jobs for them to do, and we will 
definitely the need help. This truly is a wonderful event, and we hope to see you there! 
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 8TH GRADE TEAMS 
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It’s finally December!  Where have the first three months gone?  As the saying goes, time flies 
when you’re having fun, and that’s what is happening here in 8th grade for our Ocean students, 
along with much learning, of course.   
 
As teachers who enjoy working with this age group, we understand the importance of 
consistency, routines, and laughter.  We’re putting much effort into bringing best practices into 
each team classroom for the benefit of the students. In addition to our curriculum, we’re working 
on effective classroom management practices across the grade that ensure safety and respect for 
all students.  Because we always want our students to perform at the highest level they can, we 
are sharing ways to challenge their thinking and to make that thinking visible in a variety of ways. 
Furthermore, we continue to develop special opportunities to recognize and promote positive 
behaviors, whether class based or as a full grade Ocean Team.  Using the school-wide PBIS ticket 
system, we are creating methods to celebrate the students in a meaningful, fun, and consistent 
way. Please ask your child about the “Box of Awesome” and the teacher discretion prizes! 
 
Many of our 8th graders are really settling in as true 8th grade students and showing us that they 
are getting ready for high school.  If you’re not seeing it at home yet, that’s okay. It is easier for us 
to notice as we interact with the collective group on a daily basis.  This transition does happen 
gradually, and for some, it happens faster than others. But please trust us, it does happen for all 
of them eventually.  Be patient! 
 
Speaking of high school, the 8th graders are beginning to think about their options for their high 
school choice.  The Keefe Tech guidance counselors visited with the students in late-October to 
share information about the vocational programs offered and extracurricular activities available at 
Keefe.  Additionally, former Fuller students, who are now Keefe ambassadors, spoke directly 
about their own experiences and reasons for choosing the vocational school as their high school 
option. Each ambassador shared personal reasons as to why the smaller setting and career 
training education was beneficial for them.  All of the ambassadors have plans to pursue 
additional work at 4-year colleges to continue their dreams of careers that began at Keefe.  
 
Lastly, the 8th graders have been developing their sense of community by engaging in circle 
conversations during Social Comp classes.  In addition, for Thanksgiving, students wrote thank you 
notes to those that have impacted them in meaningful ways. It was important for all of the 
students to learn that they have much for which they should be thankful.  Additionally, as we 
move further into the holiday season, we continue to involve the students in these significant 
conversations and activities, so they understand how their generous, yet vital, actions may impact 
others. 
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Crimson would like to welcome Kathleen Moschella as our new science teacher.  She has taught 
math and science at Natick High School. She lived in Scotland for three years where she taught at a 
residential facility. She even had a nine year stint at Framingham High School.  We would also like to 
welcome Mrs. Fuentes back from maternity leave. On September 23, Mrs. Fuentes gave birth to a 
happy and healthy little boy named Logan.  
 
In math students are working on ratios and proportion, geometry, expressions and equations, and 
number sense.  They are also spending time on iReady and competing against themselves to achieve 
higher scores while learning important math concepts and sharpening their fluency and calculation 
skills. 
 
In Social Studies students are continuing to learn about the 13 original colonies. We are creating a 
Big Mat graphic organizer to summarize what we have learned about the New England colonies. 
Next, we will learn about colonial homes and build a model. Throughout the unit, we practice 
academic conversation and depth of knowledge skills to help us dive deeper with our learning when 
reading and writing. The Celtics are learning about laws and leaders. Next, they will learn about 
needs and wants as part of a mini unit on the economy.  
 
In science the students are working on the body systems. They have been learning about the role of 
each system and the main parts that make up that system. The Bruins and the Celtics were even 
able to cut out and create their own respiratory system. This helped them to strengthen their 
understanding of the parts of the respiratory system. Next, the students will be learning about 
weather.  
 
 
The Revolution team has made some great scripts for phone conversations and has been practicing 
with one another in the classroom during our PEERS lessons. In social studies we are learning about 
economic resources and basic concepts of economy, such as supply and demand, and the resources 
we find in our community. In Language Arts we have been studying about character traits and how 
we can use character traits to help us build a character for writing. 
 
Our first bronze cafe of the year will be on Friday, December 7th.  Details will follow. 
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GOLD TEAM 

Ms. Aguiar’s 8th grade students just finished a fantastic project on Newton’s laws.  The 7th graders 
are starting Ecology, and 6th graders are going to space; they start studying our solar system. 
 
Ms. Lawrence’s level 1 ESL students are starting a new unit on feelings and identity. We will also be 
working with some ACCESS practice items to prepare for January. 
 
Ms. Lawrence’s level 1 ESL social studies students are about to start a new unit about the history of 
the world in which they will practice large numbers and chronological order.  
 
Ms. Lawrence’s level 2 ESL students are beginning ACCESS Test bootcamp in which they will 
practice items for the 4 sections of the test and learn strategies to help students do their best in 
January. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is starting  to look like the Holiday Season; think personalized, handmade, gluten-free cards. 
 
The B5 elves are working full speed to produce the most adorable and unique cards for the 
season,  gift tags too!  All, yes, ALL our profits will be donated to Brenda with our best wishes. 
 
Free delivery within school grounds! 
 
We are open from 7 to 3 every day. 
 
THANK YOU!  GRACIAS!  MUITO OBRIGADA! 
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STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM 

 
https://www.apa.org/helpcenter/parents-holiday.aspx 

For many of us, the holiday season can bring an increased sense of family responsibility and, along with it, additional feelings 

of stress. Advertisements about the joys of the season can seem lost on us as we scurry around trying to do even more than 

usual. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed.  

  

Unfortunately, we may turn to unhealthy stress management behaviors such as overindulging in eating or drinking to keep 

going. These actions don’t help and often make us feel worse. There are better, healthier and longer-lasting techniques we can 

use to make holiday stress – and other stressful times – more manageable.  

  

APA suggests these tips to help parents effectively manage holiday stress 

 

 Strengthen social connections – We know that strong, supportive relationships help us manage all kinds of 

challenges. So, we can view the holidays as a time to reconnect with the positive people in our lives. 

Accepting help and support from those who care about us can help alleviate stress. Also, volunteering at a 

local charity on our own or with family can be another way to make connections; helping others often makes 

us feel better, too.  

 Initiate conversations about the season – It can be helpful to have conversations with our kids about the 

variety of different holiday traditions our families, friends and others may celebrate. Parents can use this 

time as an opportunity to discuss how some families may not participate in the same holiday traditions as 

others. Not everyone needs to be the same. It is important to teach open-mindedness about others and their 

celebrations. 

 Set expectations – It is helpful to set realistic expectations for gifts and holiday activities. Depending on a 

child's age, we can use this opportunity to teach kids about the value of money and responsible spending. We 

need to remember to pare down our own expectations, too. Instead of trying to take on everything, we need 

to identify the most important holiday tasks and take small concrete steps to accomplish them.    

 Keep things in perspective – On the whole, the holiday season is short. It helps to maintain a broader context 

and a longer-term perspective. We can ask ourselves, what’s the worst thing that could happen this holiday? 

Our greatest fears may not happen and, if they do, we can tap our strengths and the help of others to 

manage them. There will be time after the holiday season to follow up or do more of things we’ve overlooked 

or did not have the time to do during the holidays.    

 Take care of yourself – It is important that we pay attention to our own needs and feelings during the holiday 

season. We can find fun, enjoyable and relaxing activities for ourselves and our families. By keeping our 

minds and bodies healthy, we are primed to deal with stressful situations when they arise. Consider cutting 

back television viewing for kids and getting the family out together for fresh air and a winter walk. Physical 

activity can help us feel better and sleep well, while reducing sedentary time and possible exposure to stress-

inducing advertisements. 

With winter break around the corner we thought it would be helpful to provide some ideas of things you can 
do with your children.  Many of these ideas are free.   https://mommypoppins.com/kids/35-best-winter-
activities-for-boston-kids 
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UNIFIED ARTS 

   On Wednesday November 21, students at Fuller 
   participated in the 12th running of the Turkey Trot is 
   a one mile race around Fuller Middle School and  
   Mass Bay College. Students took off running and
   pushed themselves to finish this fun and  
   exciting race.  
 
   Although it was chilly and a little muddy for all of 
   our runners, everyone  tried their best and had a  
   great time! Participants also received  
   water and a snack at the end of the race donated by  
   our Fuller families. Additional thanks go to the Herb 
Connolly Auto Group and the Connolly family for donating our t-shirts for the race. We thank 
them so very much! 
 
Many of our Fuller staff members- Mrs. Gelardi, Mr. Mota, Ms. St. Peter, Ms. Cercone, Mr. Keady, 
Ms. Dunne, Ms. Emerson, and Mr. Duarte, to name a few, ran the race with our students and 
encouraged them to keep running and make it to the finish line. 
 
Following the Turkey Trot, all students gathered in the gymnasium for an all school assembly. 
Winners of the Turkey Trot were announced and given medals, and there was a human “Hungry-
Hungry Hippos” competition amongst staff members. 
 
It was a busy day at Fuller Middle School but one that both our students and staff enjoyed and 
shared many laughs together. 

                                                   



CLASSES IN THE LIBRARY 
Recently Ms. Lawrence’s  ESL class came to the library to work on a 3D map of downtown Framingham. I 
helped them with the program, TINKERCAD, and the students went on to design their buildings (seen 
below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wkline2.wixsite.com/fullerlibrary 

MR. KLINE RECOMMENDS… 

LIBRARY READING CHALLENGE 

I have started a reading challenge. My goal with this 
contest is to encourage students to read. Circulation 
has dropped off quite a bit lately, and it is important to 
keep students reading. Please encourage your children 
to participate.  
Students who complete at least 1  
book will be registered for monthly  
prize drawings (gift cards). Winners  
of the contest will be eligible for a  
range of prizes including this  
amazing t-shirt. 

Loop  
by Shandy Lawson 

MR. KLINE RECOMMENDS… 

In the next few weeks your 
child may see me pushing a 
cart of books in the halls. 
Classes have not been 
visiting to check out books, 
so I have created the Fuller 
Bookmobile. Students can 
quickly checkout a book 
right in the hall.  

Virtual Author Visit by Jacqueline Woodson will be held on December 4 at 1:00. I will stream it in 
the library. Students and teachers can submit questions ahead of time. Jacqueline Woods is the 
author of several YA books. Her most recent work is Harbor Me. 

https://wkline2.wixsite.com/fullerlibrary
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